
“The last day of our Pacific Crest Trail Prep Course 
was the hardest. We hiked 30 miles and I’ve never 

worked so hard to get from point A to point B. Going 
on an Outward Bound course was just what I needed. 
The love and support that Northwest Outward Bound 

School offers its students, to people who were 
struggling like I was, and the friendships I made 

through my course…I’ll carry those with me forever.”  
- Lauren Westmoreland, NWOBS 2019
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Dear Friend:

There were moments this year when we didn’t know if we had it in us. The only summer 
without students since our founding more than 50 years ago meant we had to ask ourselves, 
“Who are we?” and “How do we persevere in the face of so many unknowns?” Throughout the 
year, our instructors and staff dreamt about getting back on courses with students, back to 
guiding them in the breathtaking environments of the Pacific Northwest, to help them discover 
all the strength and creativity they have within. Set amidst a tumultuous pandemic backdrop, 
we found ourselves, like many of you, making difficult decisions in 2020, but we pulled together 
as a crew, leaned in to compassion for ourselves and others, and learned so much this year.

This fall, we safely welcomed students back on course in Washington through our partnership 
with the Methow Valley School District; a growing effort that unites local schools and 
engages 7th, 8th, and 9th graders in life-changing experiences. And this October, more than 
300 registrants came together for our first Circle Up virtual gathering. We reconnected with 
alumni and friends from over 20 states and four countries and were inspired to amplify these 
community building efforts into 2021 and beyond. 

Your support made this journey possible. Today, I’m writing to ask you to help Northwest 
Outward Bound School to grow its impact even more in the year to come. Because of 
you, our community of friends, supporters, alumni, and instructors, we are readying ourselves 
to serve the next generation for years to come. Will you join us? 
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We know that in 2021 there will be an even greater need for programming to help students 
rebuild critical social skills after isolation, and process the social-emotional impacts of the 
pandemic. Through the outdoor education that Northwest Outward Bound School provides, we 
cultivate personal resilience and the visceral experience of interdependence upon one’s crew.  

We are so excited to have begun planning for our 2021 courses. As we ramp up to serve students 
in a safe and responsible way, we have implemented COVID-19 protocols following local, state 
and federal agency recommendations. Our Central Oregon base camp and North Cascades base 
camp in Washington will welcome students for a variety of backpacking, climbing, rafting, and 
other adventures. Our school partnerships will provide access to specialized programming 
for historically underserved students. We hope to serve over 1,000 students in the Pacific 
Northwest this coming year, virtually and in-person.

But we can’t do it without you. Your support now, at year end, will help ensure that we can 
begin 2021 strong. Please return the enclosed envelope with your tax-deductible gift 
or donate online at nwobs.org/donate. 

Together, we will move into 2021 well-equipped 
to help our students turn challenges into 
opportunities and positive community impact.  

In partnership and with thanks,

Marc Heisterkamp
Executive Director

P.S. We ask that you consider a gift that is 
meaningful to you, whether that is $50, $100, $250, 
$500, $1,000 or more. Together, we can change 
lives.

P.P.S. Stay connected!  We love to hear from our 
friends and alumni. Throughout 2021, we will have 
several opportunities to engage with the NWOBS 
community. Follow us on our social channels and 
sign up for our newsletter at nwobs.org.PHOTO: JOEL REID
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